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As I write these lines, 
the upcoming Torah 
reading is Nitzavim, a 
Torah portion that we 
will revisit once again 
during Yom Kippur.  
While my own 
approach to Torah 
study involves using a 

variety of òlensesó to interpret a text, this 
particular narrative begs a feminist lens or 
perspective.  Unlike many of our Torah 
texts that are silent about the role of 
women, in this parsha women are 
definitely listed among those who 
participate in reaffirming the covenant 
entered into at Sinai.  The text reads as 
follows (Deuteronomy 29:9-11):  

 òYou stand this day, all of you, 
before Adonai, your God ðyou tribal 
heads, you elders, and you officials, all 
the men of Israel; your children, your 
women, even the stranger within your 
camp, from woodchopper to water 
drawer ðto enter into the covenant of 
your God Adonai, which your God 
Adonai is concluding with you this day, 
with its sanctions.ó  

While the patriarchal nature of the 
Torah is evident even here ðwomen 
appear at the end of the list, sandwiched 
between the children and the stranger 
and are referenced in relation to men ð
òyour women,ó the fact is that women are 

included.  The Torah is deeply rooted in 
its historical context and the biblical 
authors could not imagine women in 
roles other than daughters and wives, but 
still the text tells us that women were 
standing before God as full members of 
the covenantal community.  The text also 
says (Deut 29: 13): 

 òI make this covenant with its 
sanctions, not with you alone but both 
with those who are standing here with us 
this day before our God Adonai and with 
those who are not with us here this day.ó  

 So this is where we come into 
the picture!  Every one of us is personally 
included in this covenant and each one of 
us is empowered to forge our own 
relationship to these sacred texts, which 
gain holiness from each generation 
adding its own voice.  As we approach 
the High Holydays and confront texts, 
including our liturgy, that might fail to 
reflect our own sensitivities, let us 
highlight these passages, like Deut 29:9-
13, which clearly speak to all us ð both 
men and women, both then and now, and 
let us take their message of inclusion to 
heart.   

 
Rabbi Sonia Saltzman 

Progressive in attitude yet traditional in practice, Temple Ohabei Shalom is an inclusive Reform Jewish community 
committed to nurturing, sustaining, and touching Jewish lives through joyful worship, life-long learning, and repair of 

the world in word and deed. 
 

1187 Beacon Street Å Brookline, MA 02446 Å 617-277-6610 Å www.ohabei.org 

  

 October 2011/Tishrei 5772 

Tidings  
Temple Ohabei Shalom - Judaism in Motion 

  

Illness?  
Hospitalization?  
Engagement?  

Wedding?  
 Birth?  

Simcha? 
 

 Please let us knowé 

617-277-6610 

 Yamim Noraim, The Days of Awe  

To learn more about Rabbi Sonia Saltzman visit 
our website at www.ohabei.org and read her bio! 
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A Message from Cantor Randall Schloss 

Shõma KoleinuñHear our voice 
 

Last month in Tidings, I wrote about a text, Hashiveinu, which asks God to òrenew our days, as 
before.ó It is a text that is central to the process of Tõshuva as we prepare for Yom Kippur. In our 
Sõlichot and Yom Kippur liturgy, this text is included as part of the seminal Shõma Koleinu. Unlike 
Hashiveinu, which seems contradictory and difficult to understand, the opening plea of Shõma Koleinu 
seems simple enough: òHear our voice, Adonai our God, have mercy on us and accept our prayer.ó  
 

But the first two words speak volumes about who we are as Jews and why we come together on these 
important High Holy Days and other times as well. Shõma koleinu.  Hear our voice. Perhaps the best 
way to understand the nuance of this command is to understand what it does not say. It does not say, 
òhear our voices.ó It does not say, òhear my voice.ó In order for us to make this request, we as a 
community must have join together. It is not enough for us to have individual voices. We must speak, 
or better yet, sing with a common voice. These two words can justify the very existence of our large 
and glorius sanctuary. We must come together and share our experiences, our shortcomings, our 
successes and our failures. If we are to be able to move on to hashiveinu, we must first join together as 
a sacred community. 

 

Personally, Shõma Koleinu also inspires me and reminds me of my central purpose as a cantor on Yom Kippur. Often, I may be the 
only one singingñsinging on behalf of the community. But again, the plea is not òhear my voice.ó My voice must represent the 
voice of the congregation. The greatest compliment I have ever received after a Yom Kippur service was when someone shared with 
me, òI was inspired to pray. I was inspired by the music. It helped me do my own repentance.ó If I do my job well, the entire 
community will participate fully. Together we can ask God, òShõma koleinu!ó What follows is up to each of us as individuals. 
 

Lõshanah tovah uõmõtukahñA good and sweet year, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

A Happy, Healthy, Sweet  
New Year to all of our  

Friends, Family, and Neighbors. 
Thank you for joining us for the High 

Holy Days! 
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Be a Super HeroéJoin us for Mitzvah Day 
On Sunday, October 30,2011 starting at 9:00 am 

Drives and Collections happening now and up to Mitzvah Day: 
Collection bins will be in the office lobby. Thank you for your donations! 

Family Table:  
Whole grains and tuna fish for struggling members of our own community in Greater Boston. 

 

Finex House Shelter:   
Used but usable towels and towel sets for women and children beginning new lives. 

 

Help for Haiti:  
warm-weather clothes/shoes for children & teens in a rural community. Also needed: musical instruments for their youth development project. 

RSVP to Info@ohabei.org with your name, phone number and 1st, 2nd, and 3rd choice for Mitzvah Day Projects: 
 

 1)Project Linus/Foster Children Make soft fleece blankets for children in foster care 

system. No sewing skill required! 

  

2)Thanksgiving prep  for Little Brothers, 

Friends of the Elderly 

Bake 25-30 apple and pumpkin pies; Thanksgiving 

treats for isolated low-income seniors will be part 

of the organizationôs  holiday home-delivery 

  

3) Coolidge House Nursing Center Make music for residents; led by Cantor Schloss 

and Makelah Childrenôs Choir 

  

4) Womenôs Lunch Place/Birthday Bags Prepare and decorate personal gift bags with health 

and beauty items for guests of this daytime shelter 

for low-income and homeless women in Boston.  

Birthdays are honored there each month for women 

who seldom receive such recognition 

5) Library Organization for TOS 

Childrenôs Library 

Reorganizing & Re-shelving the entire library 

collection to make it usable for TCEE and Ansin 

Schools 

  

6) Hope for Haiti/Haitian Village 

Solidarity Project 

Collect, organize  & pack needed donation items: 

childrenôs and teen clothing & musical instruments, 

and write letters for young people to practice 

English. A visit and slide show by  a local project 

coordinator who recently visited this earthquake-

torn community  will be a highlight. 

  

7) Buddy Dog/Humane Society Prepare healthy dog treats for shelter pups; make 

cat toys for shelter kittens while learning the 

mitzvah of kindness to animals; led by TCEE Pre-

School parents and students. A special guest may 

visit to receive the gifts! 

  

8) TOS Maintenance & Repair /Caring 

for our synagogue building 
  

Heavy scrubbing, cleaning or painting, indoors and/

or outdoors. 

We need your help! 

9) Telem Youth-Led Project TBA 

  

10) Finex House Battered Womenôs 

Shelter 

Our annual fall clean-up for this important and 

sustaining organization that specializes in aiding 

women and children with health and physical 

impairments. 
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�$���9�L�E�U�D�Q�W���%�H�D�F�R�Q���R�I���-�H�Z�L�V�K���/�L�I�H 

Progressive in attitude yet traditional in practice, Temple Ohabei Shalom is an inclusive Reform Jewish community 
committed to nurturing, sustaining and touching Jewish lives through joyful worship, life long learning and repair of 
the world in word and deed.  
 

Your most generous gift to The Circle of Giving assures that our services and offerings continue to touch lives and 
hearts of all ages, especially during these trying times.  Act to sustain TOS so that we can flourish and fully serve our 
community.  
 

�7�K�H���&�L�U�F�O�H���R�I���*�L�Y�L�Q�J���±���2�X�U���$�Q�Q�X�D�O���$�S�S�H�D�O 
The Circle of Giving provides for consistency in our funding and gives everyone the opportunity to join in supporting 
our community above and beyond the annual membership commitment.  
 

We cannot place a price on the spirit and warmth of our community.  The circle is made whole when you participate 
every year.  Join us this year as we strive for 100% congregant participation in our annual appeal.  
 

�-�R�L�Q�L�Q�J���W�K�H���&�L�U�F�O�H 
As you look around our sanctuary, your eyes will fall upon many who have included themselves in the Circle year 
after year.  In a bountiful show of support, every elected Officer and Trustee of Temple Ohabei Shalom has made an 
advance pledge toward our annual appeal.  
 

George Bazer �O Danit Ben -Ari & Tom Marton �O Cherise & Bob Bransfield �O Jesse Cochin & Alice Newton �O Len Davidson & Laurie 
Katzman �O Dick & Carol Daynard �O Dan & Eva Deykin �O Saul & Doris Feldman �O Louis Goldman �O Doug & Toni Gordon �O Spencer & 
Betsy �=�µ�/ Gould �O Larry & Denise Green �O Arnie & Tracy Greenfield �O Bill & Marcia Harris �O Ed & Betsy Jacobs �O Ed & Margie Kahn �O 

Jonathan Kaufman & Barbara Howard �O Stan Keizer �O Hana Kolton -Patsouris & Peter Patsouris �O Dan Krueger �O Ellen Mosner & 
Howard Koor �O Josh & Tanya Paris �O Zita Samuels �O Adrienne Shishko & Joel Sklar �O Chip Shore & Shari Lisann �O Simon Singer & Elena 

Brachtel �O Cathryn Stein & David Seldin �O Ronny Sydney �O Kathy Thorp & Josh Shmikler �O Cassandra Warshowsky & Jeff Colt �O 
Michael Weintraub & Diane Rosen  

 

Add your name to our growing list of generous givers.   
Your gift is critical to keeping TOS a warm and vibrant community . 

�7�H�P�S�O�H���2�K�D�E�H�L���6�K�D�O�R�P���L�V���X�V�H�G���E�\���R�X�U���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���Y�L�U�W�X�D�O�O�\���H�Y�H�U�\���G�D�\���R�I���W�K�H���\�H�D�U�������<�R�X�U���J�H�Q�H�U�R�X�V���V�X�S�S�R�U�W��
�D�O�O�R�Z�V���X�V���W�R�� 

 

Provide personal and compassionate contact and pastoral support to you and your fellow congregants.  

Maintain and beautify our facilities including our gorgeous and historic sanctuary.  

Celebrate our holidays and heritage with beauty and spirit for the eye and ear; our elegant sukkah and popular 
�D�G�X�O�W���%�·�Q�H�L���0�L�W�]�Y�D�K���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���D�U�H���W�Z�R���H�[�D�P�S�O�H�V���R�I���W�K�H���S�U�L�G�H���Z�H���F�D�Q���W�D�N�H���L�Q���W�K�H���I�U�X�L�W�V���R�I���R�X�U���J�H�Q�H�U�R�V�L�W�\�� 

Fund the innovative and fresh Ansin Religious School programming that has established our reputation for success 
in educating and engaging our youth in Jewish living.  

Fill the Sanctuary and chapel with music and prayer that elevates our worship and transports us from our daily 
cares.  

Provide supportive technological infrastructure to our clergy, staff and programs including the Ansin Religious 
School and the Trust Center for Early Education.  

Fulfill our obligation to transmit our heritage, values and beliefs to younger generations, including generous 
scholarships for our students to visit Israel.  

Communicate with our members and the public through our attractive website, the monthly Tidings, weekly 
Shabbat bulletins and bi -weekly email updates.  

Enrich our learning by bringing scholars and speakers to our bima, school and classrooms.  

Welcome and host community agencies that use our space to more broadly serve the local Jewish community.  

 

These rich and varied offerings rely upon the generosity of our congregation and community supporters to 
supplement the income we receive from dues, tuition, grants, and rental income.  The Circle of Giving provides a key 
component of this needed income.  


