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Dear Friends, 
    Several of you have asked me 
for the sermon I delivered on 
Yom Kippur about forgiveness.  I 
hope that these words will be of 
help to you and to others as we 
move into the New Year.   
 

The Haftorah we read this 
morning describes how God 
moves from anger towards 
forgiveness, modeling for us, as it 
were, this important change.  

But, as you might imagine, forgiveness ògets complicatedó 
when we shift from the Divine to the human realm!   There 
are many obstacles preventing us from engaging 
wholeheartedly in this process.  At times, we let pride get in 
the way of accepting forgiveness.  At times, we fail to take 
the first step towards breaking the impasse with a loved one 
who has hurt us. At times, we are hard on ourselves, 
refusing to let go of our own wrong-doing and then, move 
on.  At times, we wonder not about how we might forgive 
others or even ourselves but how we can forgive God.  How 
we can forgive God for creating a world where unfairness 
abounds -where a loved one is taken from us way before her 
time; where a good and kind friend endures inordinate 
suffering. 

 

So, I want to begin untangling these ways in 
which forgiveness ògets complicatedó by first sharing with 
you a Hasidic story that speaks to the grievances against 
God that many of us carry in our hearts.  It takes God to 
task for the unfairness we experience in this world.  

 

The story is about a pious Jew who goes to visit 
his rebbe during the days of repentance because he wants 
to learn how the rebbe performs the ritual of kapparot. This 
is a bizarre ritual, still performed today by some traditional 
communities, which involves taking a live chicken and 
swinging it over oneõs head while reciting the following 
words: 

 

òThis is offered in exchange for me; this is my 
atonement.  This chicken will go to its death, and I will 
experience a long and pleasant life of peace.ó   

 

The animal is then slaughtered and given to the 
poor for their final meal before the fast.  

So, the disciple goes to visit the rebbe to learn 
how to perform this ritual but the rebbe suggests that 
instead of watching him, the disciple should watch Moishe 
the innkeeper, perform the ritual.  

 

On the morning before Yom Kippur, the young 
disciple makes his way to Moisheõs home where he sees the 
innkeeper sitting by the fireplace with òtwo books of 
repentanceó in front of him.  Moishe opens the first book, 
reads its contents carefully, and begins to weep as he reads 
a list of rather minor sins he committed the previous year.  
After completing his reading, Moishe takes the tear-soaked 
book, swings it over his head and throws it into the fire.  He 
takes a deep breath, opens the second book, and repeats 
the ritual.  This time, however, he reads a somewhat longer 
list of sins ðsins that God has committed the previous year.  
After completing his reading, Moishe takes the tear-soaked 
book, swings it over his head and throws it into the fire.  

 

What do we make of this story?  Is Moishe, the 
innkeeper, being manipulative; trying to absolve himself of 
his wrongdoings?  I donõt think that is the case.  It seems to 
me that the innkeeper needs to be able to say to God: òYou 
know, I have good reasons to be very upset with You, but 
Iõm not going to let that come between us because I need 
You.  I need to be able to turn to You, to get strength and 
hope from You, and if Iõm angry at You, my anger would 
just get in the way.ó  

 

The innkeeper is not afraid to express his anger 
and disappointment but anger does not need to shatter the 
relationship; in fact, anger and disappointment are part and 
parcel of an honest, healthy relationship. This ritual is the 
innkeeperõs heartfelt act of reconciliation with the Divine. 

 

And while some of us stand here, this morning, 
with a heavy heart attempting to reconcile with a God that 
has disappointed us, others among us are weighed down by 
a different kind of pain.  There is pain in our hearts when 
children do not speak to their parents, when siblings erect a 
wall of silence between them, and when divorced parents 
canõt be in the same room together.   

 

Often the sad thing is this: if someone were to 
ask  -how did it start?  When did it start? No one in the 
family would remember what caused the impasse.  No one 
would really know its genesis, but the deadlock continues 
without end.   

 

Other times, we can pin point exactly what the 
person did to us.  But the idea of forgiving someone for the 
way in which that person hurt us seems unimaginable. òHow 
can we forgive, how can we forgetó ðwe ask ourselves?   But 
here is where we go wrong because forgetting and forgiving 
are two very different things.   Continued on page 3. 
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 2 A Message from Cantor Randall Schloss 
Modim anachnu Lach 

Prayers can serve many purposes. They can be petitionary 
(i.e. asking for things); they can praise (Hallelujah!); or 
they can give thanks. The penultimate blessing of the 
Amidah, coming right before the final blessing for peace 
(Oseh Shalom), falls into this third category. It begins: 
Modim anachnu Laché. It is difficult to translate this 
phrase, because the word modim incorporates the ideas of 
thanks and of acknowledgement together. So perhaps the 
best translation is, òWe gratefully acknowledge You,ó or 
òwe acknowledge You with thanksé.ó At the beginning of 
this  New Year 5772, as we have finally come through the 
seeming marathon of Holidays and their accompanying 
services, I want to take this opportunity to say Modim 
anachnu Laché. 
 

For the many blessings of our community, the joy, love 
and support we share with one another, 
Modim anachnu Lach. 
 

For our committed lay leadership: officers, Board members and committee members 
who give their time and talent for the benefit of our entire community, 
Modim anachnu Lach. 
 

For all of the volunteers who added so much to our communal experience of the 
Holidays: choir members, Torah and Haftarah readers, ushers and greeters, shofar 
blowers, bimah guests and other honorees, 
Modim anachnu Lach. 
 

For the musicians who helped to create such spirituality through 
music for every service and with whom I am proud to share and 
create sacred music: David Sparr, Andy OõConnell, Leah Schloss, 
the Rauch/Geller family, Micah Katz-Zeiger, Tova Rubenoff, 
Mickey Katz and our High Holiday Quartet, 
Modim anachnu Lach. 
 

For our Leadership professionals, Rabbi Sonia Saltzman, Shari 
Churwin and David Brody, who not only bring great skill and 
deep commitment to their work, but who create joy and 
satisfaction through our collaboration, 
Modim anachnu Lach. 
 

For our entire administrative, education and facilities staff 
members and their dedication to their work and to Ohabei 
Shalom, 
Modim anachnu Lach. 
 

For my family, Leah, Maya and Sonya, and their constant love and 
support. You inspire me. 
Modim anachnu Lach. 
 

Now, let us move on to the final blessing: May the New Year 
bring, above all, peace.  

Thank you to everyone who  

participated in Mitzvah Day and 

helped to make it such a success! 
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 As Rabbi Shulweiss, a well-known author and congregational rabbi, writes: òTo forgive is not to forget; to forgive is to be liberated from inner anger, 
from the quest for vengeance that consumes our lives and embitters the life of our family.  No one expects us to forget.  No one believes that forgiveness elimi-
nates the memory of the pain and anguish of the injury.ó 

 

A rabbinic sage explained it this way:  òsin is like pounding nails into a wooden chest. And repentance and forgiveness is like removing the nails from 
the wooden chest. The nail may be removed but the hole remains; the scar does not disappear.ó   

 

The rabbis of the Talmud used to go to great lengths to make themselves available to grant forgiveness to the people who had wronged them. So, if 
someone owed them an apology they would hover around him constantly, both to remind him of what he had done and to be on hand to grant forgiveness the 
moment the person apologized.  The rabbis recognized that forgiveness was a deep, spiritual need for both parties.  The wrongdoer needed to be cleansed of 
his wrongdoing and his guilt for it, and his victim needed to let go of the hot coal of anger he was holding on to.  

 

Most of us, however, are not like the rabbis depicted in the Talmud.  We are not hovering, waiting to forgive those who have wronged us.  In fact we 
might not be willing to forgive despite their attempts to reconcile with us.  Despite what our tradition teaches -that after three attempts at reconciliation, the 
person seeking forgiveness is no longer at fault.  That if we continue to refuse to forgive them, we are the ones who are now considered to be both cruel and at 
fault.  
 

Two weeks ago I met with dear friends ðwhom I will call Judy and Sam for purposes of this story, with the intention of having a quick lunch together. 
They asked me about my sermons for the High Holidays and when I mentioned that I was writing on forgiveness, Sam went directly to the hard question:  òWhat 
if one party is unable to acknowledge the hurt they have inflicted?ó  He spoke from experience and told me about his brother Jake who had said and done hurtful 
things to him over the years but refused to acknowledge any wrongdoing.   

 

Our brief lunch turned into a three-hour conversation about the pain we feel when loved ones hurt us but, either refuse to acknowledge the harm or 
are not motivated to mend the relationship.  What then?  The elements that would call for forgiveness are clearly absent.  But what if we were to initiate that first 
call? What if we were to be the first to pierce the wall of silence?  

 

Taking that first step is not easy; it requires that we sacrifice our stubbornness and our pride as well as the moral upper hand we believe we have as 
victims.  However, if we do take that first step we are greatly rewarded; we are rewarded by being able to unload the bitterness that we carry in our hearts.  
 

My friends pushed me further.  This time, it was Judy who spoke:  òWhat if Jake is simply not interested in mending the relationship with Sam?  What 
if the motivation isnõt there ðdespite their shared history? What do we do then with our pain and frustration?  

 

Rabbi Harold Kushner speaks poignantly to this situation when he says: òIf someone has done a terrible thing to us he doesnõt deserve the right to 
rent that much space in our heart.  He doesnõt deserve the power to make us a bitter, resentful person, to change our personality for the worse.  You donõt get 
even with someone by continuing to hurt, by continuing to seethe with rage. Get even by letting go, so that he can no longer pull your emotional strings.  Be-
coming whole, outgrowing bitterness and vindictiveness, living serenely is the best revenge.ó   
 

Another way of thinking about what holding on to anger does to our soul is expressed by Reb Shlomo Carlebach, the legendary spiritual leader.  Reb 
Shlomo was fond of saying: òI only have one soul.  If I had two souls, I would gladly devote one of them to hating those who have harmed me.  But I donõt.  I 
only have one soul and Iõm not going to waste it on hating.ó  

 

We must let go of the anger and resentment that is in our hearts because of what it does to us; it burdens and distorts us.    
 

There are some relationships that are so toxic, so abusive, that all we can and should do is remove ourselves from them and slowly let go of the anger 
in our hearts. 

 

But there are other relationships that call for giving up the hatred that is in our hearts and filling that space with hope and civility.  The hope that one-
day, those we are estranged from might be motivated to mend the severed relationship.  And while we wait for that day, the best and most noble thing we can 
do is to strive for civility, for a peaceful coexistence, even when there isnõt much love or respect left in the relationship. We strive towards shalom -for our benefit 
and for the benefit off the innocent bystanders -our children, our parents and our friends.  And all the while we hope for the possibility of mending the broken-
ness and salvaging at least an aspect of the relationship.   
 

 

 But before Yom Kippur is over, there is one additional bit of work for us to accomplish.  And that is forgiving ourselves for the ways in which, despite 
our best intentions, we have fallen short of our own expectations.  We blame ourselves for not being attentive enough with friends and family, and we blame 
ourselves for not being attentive enough to our own needs.  We blame ourselves a lot!  
 

And while we shouldnõt let ourselves off the hook too easily, we also shouldnõt beat ourselves excessively over what we didnõt or couldnõt do. Instead, 
let us recognize our imperfections and commit to do better next year. Our wrongdoings will always be out there, along with everything else we have ever done.  
We cannot turn back the clock and undo our actions.  But when we make atonement or kaparah we cover them over with the will to behave differently. So, when 
we recite the confessional prayer and place our fist over our heart -ready to beat our chest with each sin, we might, instead think about opening our fist and 
gently placing this fresh act of will over our hearts so that we can move forward and let go of the past.  
 

In the spirit of teshuva -of returning, I take us back to the inscription on the ceiling of our sanctuary that I first pointed to on Erev Rosh Hashanah.   
The inscription that says:  òCreate in me a clean heart, oh God.ó  On this holiest of days, may we move closer to granting forgiveness to the Divine, to our loved 
ones and to ourselves and in so doing, may we emerge from this process of teshuva, with a heart that is cleansed; with a heart that is whole.   

 

Yom Kippur Sermon, Rabbi Saltzman 

To learn more about Rabbi Sonia Saltzman visit 
our website at www.ohabei.org and read her bio! 



 4 Education Notes  

December 4, 2011 
  @ Congregation Mishkan Tefila, Chestnut Hill, MA 

 

LimmudBoston is an annual celebration of Jewish culture for everyone 
exploring their Jewish journey. LimmudBoston includes text and study 
and food and music and all kinds of sessions for all ages and all learners. 
There will be workshops and presentations for all generations, and all 
members of the Jewish community--followed by an evening concert . 
 

Ohabei U:  Adult Education for You! 

No School Dates 
 

Trust Center (TCEE) 
November 11, No School 
     Veterans Day, Conference Day 
November 23, TCEE closes at 1pm 
November 24 & 25, No School 
     Thanksgiving Break 
 
Ansin Religious School  (ARS) 
November 8, No School.  
     Brookline Schools Closed,   
    Professional Development Day 

Save the Date:   
Shul-Ins Are Around the Corner 

 

Shul-ins are a special and exciting part of the Ansin Religious School 
program and curriculum.  Shul-ins allow our students to interact in an 
informal setting and experience TOS in a new way.  All students are 
encouraged to participate in their annual shul-in! 
 

MOSTY (gr. 3 & 4)  Saturday, January 7, 2012 
BOSTY (gr. 5 & 6)  Saturday, January 7, 2012 
JOSTY (gr. 7 & 8)  Saturday, February 4, 2012 
TOSTY (gr. K, 1 & 2)  Saturday, March 3, 2012 

 

Shabbat Bõyachad  
Mishpacha 

 
Family Shabbat  

Together  
 

 

Friday, November 18 
5:45 pm Snacks in the Chapel Foyer 
6:00 pm  Shabbat Services led by JOSTY  
 (grades 7 & 8)  
Dinner:   $18/adults, $10/children (10 and under)  
 

RSVP today! Call Gila 617.277.6610 to make a 
dinner reservation. 
 

Dinner Catered by WholeFoods, Brookline  
Sponsored by the ARS School Committee 



 5 Shabbat! 

Shabbat Bõyachad Mishpacha 
Family Shabbat Together 
 with Community Dinner* 
Third Friday of Every Month 

 

November 18th: Led by by JOSTY 
(grades 7&8) 

 

December 23: Hanukkah Shabbat led 
by TOSTY  
(grades 1&2) 
 

January 20: led by MOSTY  
(grades 3&4) 
 

March 30: led by BOSTY  
(grades 5&6) 
 

April 27: Family and Teacher 
Appreciation Shabbat 
*Please RSVP  for dinner. Cost is $18/adult and 
$10/Children (10 and under) 

First Fridays at Temple Ohabei Shalom 
 
 
 
 

The First Friday of every month brings fun and exciting events 
right to your Temple! 

Join Friends, Family, and Neighbors for: 
 

5:45pm: Tot Shabbat 
Make your childõs introduction to Shabbat fun and engaging. 

Songs, Challah, Candles...Shabbat! 
 

6:15pm: Community Dinner* 
All are welcome and invited to join. We ask that you please 
RSVP the Monday BEFORE so we know how much food to 

provide. 
 

7:15pm: First Fridays 
After dinner we will have Shabbat Services and a guest speaker. 

 

8:45pm: Haverim! 
Looking for friends? Youõve found Haverim! 

Meet up with our Young Professionalsõ group as we head over 
to The Beacon Street Tavern. 

 

Shabbat Bõyachad:  
Starting at 9:00am 

See Calendar on back page for full schedule 

Thereõs something for everyone! 
Including Yoga, Torah Study, Youth Events, 

Singing and a Community Kiddush! 
Start your weekend off right with fun and food 

for the whole family! 
 

Upcoming Shabbat BõYachads: 
November 19    
December 10   

January 14   
 

Shabbat Morning Classes: 
 

Mindfulness and Meditation: Third Saturday of each 
month. 9:00 -10:15am 
Led by Donna Rubenoff, this is a perfect opportunity to 
explore your spiritual side. No experience necessary. 
 

Adult Hebrew:  Saturday Mornings, Nov 5, 12, 19 & 
Dec 3, 10, 17 9:00 ð 10:15 am 
Whether this will be your first time learning the Hebrew 
aleph-bet or if you have not looked at the letters since 
your Bar/t Mitzvah, this class is an easy way to learn to 
read Hebrew.  You will be surprised how quickly you 
can learn to read any Hebrew text in just 6 easy  
lessons! 

 

Torah Study: Second and Fourth Saturdays of each 
month, 9:00-10:15 am 
Join us bright and early for an engaging communal To-
rah study. Participants rotate brining breakfast and a 
wonderful time is had by all. Hope to see you there! 
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Circle of Giving 5772 
Co-Chairs:  Jesse Cochin, Spencer Gould & Jessica Soler 

 

Leadership Gifts  
  We wish to honor the generous benefactors who have provided Leadership Gifts to fund specific initiatives and to promote The Circle of Giving:  

$25,000:  Mike & Christina Gordon  
          Doug & Toni Gordon  

Annual Appeal  
  We are grateful to the valuable donors who have contributed to our annual appeal, The Circle of Giving (gifts received throug h October 31.) 

Pillars ($ 5400+) 
 

 

Benefactors  
($3600 �² $5399) 

 
Brotherhood,  
 Temple Ohabei Shalom  
Sisterhood,  
 Temple Ohabei Shalom  
Alexander & Brenda Tanger  
 

 
Patrons  

($2400 �² $3599) 
 

David G. Kanter  
 

Sustainers  
($450 - $1199) 

 
Scott & Susie Allen  
Marc and Denise Casper  
Andre and Marilyn Danesh  
Stephen Greenbaum  
  In memory of Arthur &  
  Frances Greenbaum 
Edward & Margie Kahn  
Louise Levingston  
Seldin -Stein Family  
 

Guardians  
($1200 - $2399) 

 
Dan & Eva Deykin  
Nina & David Fialkow  
   In honor of Rabbi Emily Lipof  
Richard Leibovitch &  
  Cindy Roseman  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anonymous (2)  
Anna Nelson Frost  
Jeffrey Katz and Susan Zeiger  
   In memory of Herb Zeiger  
Marilyn Klickstein  
   In honor of Rabbi Sonia Saltzman and  
   Cantor Randall Schloss  
Hilda Lopez  
Joan and Jay Meltzer 
   �,�Q���K�R�Q�R�U���R�I���/�H�Q���'�D�Y�L�G�V�R�Q�·�V���+�D�I�W�R�U�D�K���U�H�D�G�L�Q�J 
Leo Rakuz and Lilya Sheyfer  
   In memory of  Isaac and Alexander Sheyfer  
Zita Samuels  
Normal Skoler  
   In memory of David Skoler  
Rebekka Taratuta  
 
 

    Friends (up to $449) 


