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The Wisdom of the Sages vs. the 
Wisdom of the Beatles (Ohabei 
Shalom, Jan 6, 2012) 
Just before the ball dropped in Times 
Square on New Yearõs Eve, Cee Lo 
Green, the American singer-
songwriter and rapper, emerged in a 
long fur coat and sang his version of 

John Lennonõs òImagine.ó The original version asks 
us to imagine a world where there is no heaven or 
hell; where there are no countries and no religion.  
Imagine such a world, says the song, where all the 
people are living life in peace.  

But Cee Lo did not sing about a world of no 
religion.  Instead of saying òand no religion tooó he 
said and òall religions true.ó  The three words that he 
changed, did away with Lennonõs criticism of religion.   
Cee Lo tweeted that in altering the lyrics he was 
envisioning òa world where you could believe what 
you wanted.ó  
 This whole controversy made me reach for a 
book that has been sitting on my night table since the 
summer entitled ð Imagine:  John Lennon and the 
Jews.   I donõt know whether Cee Lo Green really 
meant to make a deep theological statement by 
changing the lyrics of John Lennonõs song.  But 
others, like Zeõeve Maghen, the author of the book 
that sits on my nightstand, and a fan of the Beatles, 
are deeply troubled by the theological underpinnings 
of Lennonõs famous song.    òI donõt want John 
Lennonõs vision to be fulfilled speedily and in our 
daysó, says Maghen.   òI donõt want it to be fulfilled 
ever!ó  

His response reminds me of the argument 
made by Rabbi Jonathan Sacks in his book the Dignity 
of Difference, where he writes about the importance 
of being rooted in a particular identity as a means of 
embracing universal concerns.  Rabbi Sacks argues 
that the God of the Hebrew Bible teaches a unique 
lesson:  we are both universal and particular, both the 
same and different, both human beings as such, but 
also members of a family, a community, with a 
specific history and heritage.  

 Rabbi Sacks insists that it is only when we 

are rooted in a particular tradition that we learn to 
reach out and embrace universal concerns.  He gives 
the following example: òBecause we know what it is 
to be a parent, loving our children, not children in 
general, we understand what it means for someone 
else, somewhere else, to be a parent, loving his or 
her children, not ours.ó  By coming to know what it 
means to be a parent, a neighbor or a friend, by 
loving specific human beings, we learn to love 
humanity. 

Being rooted in a particular faith not only 
teaches us about universal concerns but also enriches 
us all.  Just as the natural environment depends on 
biodiversity, says Sacks, so too the human 
environment depends on cultural diversity because no 
one civilization encompasses all the spiritual, ethical 
and artistic expressions of mankind.  Each culture has 
something to contribute to the totality of human 
wisdom.   While Sacks is quick to recognize that Jews 
donõt have a monopoly on the Truth; he fervently 
believes that our tradition offers precious rituals and 
ideas that are worth preserving and bequeathing to 
our children and to the world at large.   
 An idea worth sharing with the world made 
it to the front pages of the New York Times this past 
weekend.  In an article entitled, The Joy of Quiet, the 
author ð Pico Iyer, tells us the extremes to which 
people are going to in order to find quiet time. These 
are some of the examples he gives:  

People are paying upwards of $2,000 a 
night to stay in a cliff-top room at the Post Ranch Inn 
in Big Sur partly for the privilege of not having a TV 
in their rooms.  The future of travel, says Iyer, lies in 
òblack-hole resorts,ó which charge high prices 
precisely because you canõt get online in their rooms.  

Another example:  People are paying good 
money to get the Freedom software that enables 
them to disable (for up to eight hours) the very 
Internet connections that seemed so emancipating 
not long ago.  

And, can you believe that in South Korean 
and China there are internet rescue camps to save 
kids addicted to the screen! 

 Continued on page 3... 
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A message from the Cantor 

The following is excerpted from Cantor Schloss' D'var Torah on the Shabbat before Martin Luther King Day. 
 
In the first week of February we read about a great miracle: Godõs parting of the Red Sea. But why is this such a 
great miracle? Remember just a few months ago we read of the creation of the universe. In six days, God created 
the universe and everything in it: planets, galaxies, all matter of life, human beingsé. After that miracle, moving 
aside some water doesnõt seem such a great miracle. But what makes this miracle great is its effect. The splitting 
of the Red Sea marks the final event that results in the liberation of the Israelites. God did not merely split the 
sea; he freed a people. 
 
In describing such a miracle, we could also be describing the life and work of Dr. Martin Luther King; Dr. King 
too helped to liberate a people.   
 

In recent years, the historicity of the Exodus from Egypt has been called into question. 10 years ago, Rabbi David Wolpe, a prominent 
conservative Rabbi, gave a sermon on the first morning of Passover. In a later article he explained: òAccording to archeologists, there 
was no reliable evidence that the Exodus took placeñand that it almost certainly did NOT take place the way the Bible recounts it. 
Finally, I emphasized: It didn't matter.ó 
 
This final point is indeed what matters. Historical facts aside, the ideas that freedom from oppression is the worthiest of goals and that 
commitment and wordsñwords of love and peaceñthat words are importantñthese ideas are central to our people. When God 
created the universe, he did it by speaking: Let there be light! In our blessing after the after the haftarah every Saturday morning we say 
òbaruch atah Adonaiéhaomer võoseh, hamdabeir umkayeiméó Blessed are you God, the one who says and does, the one who speaks 
and things happen. And our prophets, following Godõs lead do the same: they speak truth. 
 
I am proud of the heritage of Martin Luther King. I am proud of his eloquent, powerful words and what they accomplished. And I am 
proud that the Jewish people stood by Dr. King and his message. Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel, the great 20th century theologian and 
philosopher, who marched with King from Selma to Montgomery, famously said, òI felt like my feet were praying.ó And the RAC, the 
Religious Action Center, the Reform movementõs legal and social action wing was instrumental in the formation of both the civil rights 
and the voting rights acts of 1964 and 1965. In fact, both acts were drafted in the RAC's conference room by Jewish, African-American, 
and other civil rights leaders. 
 
I am proud that we stood by Dr. King then and I am proud that we honor him and his legacy now. In his honor, we remember him AND 
these words: 
 
I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the 
content of their character.  
 
This is our hope. This is the faith that I go back to the South with. With this faith we will be able to hew out of the mountain of despair a 
stone of hope. With this faith we will be able to transform the jangling discords of our nation into a beautiful symphony of brotherhood. 
With this faith we will be able to work together, to pray together, to struggle together, to go to jail together, to stand up for freedom 
together, knowing that we will be free one day. This will be the day when all of God's children will be able to sing with a new meaning, 
"My country, 'tis of thee, sweet land of liberty, of thee I sing. Land where my fathers died, land of the pilgrim's pride, from every 
mountainside, let freedom ring." 
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Rabbiõs Sermon Continued: 
So what to do? Pico Iyer writes that òthe central paradox of the machines that have made our lives so much brighter, quicker, 

longer and healthier is that they cannot teach us how to make the best use of them.  The information revolution came without an in-
struction manual. All the data in the world cannot teach us how to sift through data; images donõt show us how to process images. The 
only way to do justice to our onscreen lives is by summoning exactly the emotional and moral clarity that canõt be found on any screen.ó 

Maybe thatõs why more and more people, says Iyer, even if they have no religious commitment, seem to be turning to yoga or 
meditation, or tai chi. These arenõt New Age fads so much as ways to connect with what could be called the wisdom of old age. Iyer 
writes of two journalist friends who observe an òInternet sabbathó every week, turning off their online connections from Friday night to 
Monday morning, so as to try to revive those ancient customs known as family meals and conversation.  

Which leads me to one of the 15 faith-based predictions for 2012 published by CNN. Here is what the prediction, offered by 
Rabbi Jamie Korngold, says:    

In 2012 the Sabbath becomes trendy! The Fourth Commandment makes a comeback! The Sabbath is named Time's person of 
the year! A new movement sweeps the country. They call themselves 24/6. Worn out by being tethered to the grid 24/7, sick of being 
accessible all hours of the day, inundated by updates, upgrades, and breaking news, Americans finally rebel, demanding, "We need a day 
off." People all over the country go offline for 24 hours every week. The simple break from the frenetic pace results in lowered cholester-
ol rates, fewer speeding tickets, and a reduction in marital strife. Peace, tranquility and contentment spread like wildfire. 

May we imagine such a time; a time not of no religion but of appreciating the wisdom of our tradition; a time when we explore 
ancient treasures like òShabbat restó and perhaps then, we will begin to see tranquility and contentment spread like wildfire! 

Super  
   Shushan   

        Sunday!  
 

Donõt Miss the Chance to Cast  
your Voteé at this yearõs  
PURIM CELEBRATION  
& CARNIVAL!  

 

Sunday, March 11  
starting at 10:00am  
In Penn Spero Hall  
 

Purim Indecision 2012!  
 

   To be there!  



 4 Shabbat! 

Shabbat Bõyachad Mishpacha 
Family Shabbat Together 
 with Community Dinner* 
Third Friday of Every Month 

 
 

 
 

March 30: led by BOSTY  
(grades 5&6) 
 
April 27: Family and Teacher 
Appreciation Shabbat 
 
*Please RSVP  for dinner to Gila 
at 617-277-6610 
Cost is $18/adult  
$10/Children (13 and under) 

First Fridays at Temple Ohabei Shalom 
 
 
 
 

The First Friday of every month brings fun and exciting events 
right to your Temple! 

Join Friends, Family, and Neighbors for: 
 

5:45pm: Tot Shabbat 
Make your childõs introduction to Shabbat fun and 

engaging. Songs, Challah, Candles...Shabbat! 
 

6:15pm: Community Dinner* 
All are welcome and invited to join. We ask that you 
please RSVP the Monday BEFORE so we know how 

much food to provide. 
 

7:15pm: First Fridays 
After dinner we will have Shabbat Services and a guest 

speaker. 
 

 

Shabbat Bõyachad:  
Second Saturday of Every Month 

Starting at 9:00am 
 

Thereõs something for everyone! 
Including Torah Study, Youth Events, Singing 

and a Community Kiddush! 
Start your weekend off right with fun and food 

for the whole family! 
 

Upcoming Shabbat BõYachads:   
February 11 

March 10 
April  14 

Shabbat Morning Classes: 
 

Mindfulness and Meditation: Third 
Saturday of each month. 9:00 -10:15am 
Led by Donna Rubenoff, this is a perfect 
opportunity to explore your spiritual side. 
No experience necessary. 
 

 

Torah Study: February  11th and 25th 
9:00-10:00am led by Rabbi Sonia 
Join us bright and early for an engaging 
communal Torah study. Participants rotate 
brining breakfast and a wonderful time is 
had by all. Hope to see you there! 



 5 ARS News: Who Knew Jewish Education Could Be This Much Fun! 

Coming up in ARSé 
JOSTY Regional Shul-in February 4-5 
Shabbat Bõyachad: The Afro-Semitic Experience February 11 
 
Save the Date! 
No ARS (February Break) February 20-21 
TOSTY Shul-in March 3-4 
 

 

 

Highlights from Willy Wonka and the MOSTY/BOSTY Factory! 

Shari Churwin as Willy Wonka            Raffle time!         Some of our sweet decorations
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   Students discuss  mitzvot during  the    Everything in this room is eatable, at breakfast  
  òContent of Your Mitzvah Candyó program.  that is!       
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 The Boston Jewish Music Festival and 
Temple Ohabei Shalom Present: 

A SEPHARDIC JOURNEY with Aljashu and Friends 

Monday, March 5 

Temple Ohabei Shalom at 7:30 pm 

Featuring contemporary musicians from across the 
Middle East, Aljashu & Friends performs songs that 
traveled with the Spanish-Jewish conversos to the 
Caribbean and the Americas. Led by Julia Matteson, 
the group features 3-time Middle East Performer of 
the Year award winner Ali Amr on the rare 72 string qanun. The performance spans 500 years of tradi-
tional songs sung in Ladino (Judeo-Español) that may can be heard from Argentina and Aruba to Vene-
zuela and the Virgin Islands. 

$15 in advance,  $20 at the door 

 

TICKETS AT: http://bostonjewishmusicfestival.org/a-sephardic-journey/ 

Music and Worship  

http://bostonjewishmusicfestival.org/a-sephardic-journey/


 7 I would name God... 

Ariel Aguirre  
The name I would choose for God is Ruler of the Jews. 
This name says that God rules the Jews. I chose this 
name because this is what God does.  
 
Nathaniel Arnstein  
I would name God, Mr. Everything. I chose this name 
because it makes me think about how God is basically 
everything. I chose this name because I think that God is 
a part of all things.  God is the world the way youõd 
think about it; trees, grass, breeze, air, peace and so 
many other things.  
 
Brian Bechler  
The name I chose for God is Master of the Universe. This 
name says that God is powerful. I chose this name 
because it is a good description of what God is.  
 
Henry Brill  
The name I would choose for God is Safe. This name I 
chose says that God makes people and animals safe. I 
chose this name because you have to be safe in your life 
and God provides this feeling.  
 
Bella Cameron  
My name for God would be Patient Guardian. This name 
says that God watches over everyone kindly and 
patiently. I chose this name because I think God protects 
and watches over us all with mercy, no matter where we 
are.  
Levi Cannon  
The name I would choose for God is Builder. This name 
says that God is the builder of everything. I chose the 
name Builder because we would not be alive if God 
didnõt create us.  
 
Zeke Cochin  
The name I would choose for God is Leader. I think this 
name says that God is our leader and in charge. I chose 
this name because God leads me in times of trouble and 
when Iõm sad.  
 
Abby Elsbree  
I would choose to name God, Guardian Angel. This name 
says that God is always there, watching over us and 
protecting us. I chose this name because this is how I 
feel about God. He isnõt human, or pet, he is kind but 
firm, strict but soft.  God is a parent who is always 
there.  
 

Lila Goldstein and Lizzie Elsbree  
We think of god as the light that guides us through life. 
Godõs light guides us through at times of fear, 
happiness, and uncertainty. These Shabbat lights are the 
lights of God. God is not plant nor animal nor human 
being. We think of God as a light, from our past, and for 
our future.  
 
Zeb Erdos 
I would choose to name God the inventor of everything.  
This name shows that God invented every good and bad 
thing in the world.  I chose this name because this shows 
that God is very important to the Jewish people and 
always will be.  
 
Elizabeth Feldstein -Nixon  
I would choose to name God omnipotent.  The name I 
chose says that God makes everything in the world 
happen. I chose this name because God is courageous 
and rules the whole world.  
 
Maya Goldstein 
I would choose to name God, Creator of earth and of all 
living things. The name I chose says that God made the 
earth and everything that inhabits it. I chose this name 
because most things on earth were created by God. We 
would not be here if God did not create us.  
 
Henry Goodman  
I would name God, Ruler of the Universe. This name I 
chose says that God is a powerful leader. I chose this 
name because God is a powerful and important being. If 
we didnõt have God we wouldnõt have a strong leader to 
look up to.  
 
Benja Gordon  
The name I chose for God is Creator of the Universe. I 
chose this name because he created the world.   
 
Ethan Greene  
I would name God powerful.  The name I chose shows 
that God is clever. I chose this name because God might 
have no weaknesses. 
 
Braden Hurd  
I would choose to name God for the sun in the sky. This 
name says that God is strong. When you look at it, it 
hurts your eyes. When I see the sun I think of God.  
 
 

MOSTY Shabbat: January 20, 2012 
The inspiration for this project comes from the first line of this weekõs torah portion, Vaõera. 
God says to Moses, òI appeared to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob as El Shaddai, but I did not make My-

self known by my name ƘǿƘȅ.ó Students learned that God has many names, and were then asked 
to come up with their own.  The following are their reflections  on this question.   
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Grant Kibel  
I would name God òThe Speaker.ó  
The name I chose shows that God 
speaks for us and to us because God 
wrote the Torah. I chose this name 
because God is the speaker for the 
Jews and God speaks to us during 
good times and during hard times.  
 
Danny Klein  
I would name God, Melech, which is 
the Hebrew word for Ruler. I chose 
this name because God is the ruler of 
the Jewish people.  
 
Izzy Larsen  
I would name God the air because we 
don't really know if God is there.  The 
name I chose shows that God doesn't 
have one form and God can be 
anything.  I chose this name because 
God is mysterious. 
 
Naomi Michelson  
When I think of God I think of love 
and hate, of songbird and parrot, cat 
and dog. When I think of God I think 
of lover, and understander, but 
mainly I think of him as a bit of all of 
us, our soul, our believer, us. I think 
of God as us. I think the name I chose 
for God says that God isnõt a person; 
he isnõt an animal or a plant. He is 
always there, always with us, always 
believing and understanding. I chose 
this name because I donõt think of 
God as a thing. I think of him as a 
soul, a ghost of the past, present, 
and future. Heõs here, yet heõs not. 
Heõs a song, a thought, a word, a 
life, a death. He is everything.  
 
Camila Paris 
I would choose to name God, 
everything but nothing. The name I chose says that God 
controls everyone and everything and is always there. I chose 
this name because when I think of God, I donõt picture a 
person or an object. I think of everything. I think of a voice 
helping people in need.  
 
Maya Schloss 
When I think about God, I think that God is love and comfort. I 
think about how God protects us from our worries and how our 
connection to God as Jews keeps us together as a people.  
 
Hanna Spivak 
King is the name that I would choose for God. This name says 
that God is the boss because god made us. I chose this name 

because it represents what God is and what he does. This 
name also says that God takes care of us! 
 
Lily Sternlicht  
The name I would choose for God would be Leader. This 
name says that God is our leader. I chose this name 
because God leads the Jewish people and rules over them. 
If God wasnõt watching over us, we might not be here.  
 
Jack Tuttle  
I would choose to name God, Life. This name says that 
God is real like food and water. I chose this name because 
God created us and everything in the world together.  
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Charles & Sheila Landay  
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Co-Chairs:  Jesse Cochin, Spencer Gould & Jessica Soler 

Annual Appeal  
We are grateful to the valuable donors who have contributed to our annual appeal, The Circle of Giving (gifts received throug h January 12) 
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