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Chesed is considered one of the most 
important of the Torahõs values: 
òRabbi Simlai interpreted: The Torah 
begins with deeds of loving-kindness and 
ends with deeds of loving-kindness.  It 
begins with deeds of loving kindness, as it 
is written, òAnd the Lord God made for 
Adam and for his wife garments of skins 
and clothed themó (Genesis 3:21).  It ends 
with deeds of loving-kindness, as it is 

written, òAnd God buried him [Moses] in the 
valley.ó (Deuteronomy 34:6).  (Babylonian Talmud, Sotah 14a).   

 

In the above passage from the Talmud, we learn the 
centrality of chesed; deeds of loving-kindness form the 
bookends of our tradition and God is its model.   

Mitzvah Day was an opportunity for our community 
to engage in such acts of chesed.  Our work ranged from 
making blankets for children in foster care, sorting food for 
distribution to those in need, to providing companionship to 
the elderly.  It was a wonderfully successful day. 

And now, we need do think about how we keep the 
excitement of that day and transform it into a sustained 
commitment.  We need to think about our efforts in the context 
of present vs. future needs, of immediate assistance vs. 
systemic change.  

In order to provide some context for our reflections, 
I would like to offer a deeper understanding of the phrase 
tikkun olam by pointing to two places in Jewish sources.  One 
of the first uses of the phrase tikkun olam can be traced to the 
Mishnah, one of the earliest sections of the Oral Law, 
composed around 200 CE.  The words tikkun olam appear in 
relation to a variety of legal concerns, among them, the 
redemption of captives, a text I shared with you one Shabbat 
evening in conjunction with the release of Gilad Shalit.  

òOne does not redeem captives for more than their 
worth because of tikkun olam.  One does not help captives 
escape because of tikkun olam.ó  (Mishnah Gittin 4:6) 
 

The Babylonian Talmud, our central book of the 
Oral Law, tries to clarify the meaning of the phrase òbecause of 
tikkun olamó used in the first line of the Mishnah.  The Talmud 
offers two possibilities:  the first is the financial distress the 
community might find itself in if it must redeem captives 
regardless of the monetary cost.  The second meaning is the 
danger of giving an incentive to kidnappers.  If kidnappers know 
that the community will ransom captives at any price, they will 
then be tempted to kidnap more people.  Tikkun olam is related 
to communal distress ð either financial or in the taking of 
further captives. It requires an abstraction from the particular 
person imprisoned to a concern for the entire communityõs 
future, whether it is preventing a community from sinking into 
poverty or a fear for the communityõs very existence.   
In the Mishneh Torah, the 12th century law code written by 
Maimonides (1135-1204), Maimonides returns to the 

arguments in the Mishnah and the Talmud and writes as 
follows: 
 

òWe do not redeem captives for more than their 
worth because of tikkun olam, so that enemies should not chase 
after them to kidnap them.  And we do not help captives 
escape because of tikkun olam, so that enemies should not 
make their (captivesõ) yoke heavy and guard them 
zealously.ó (Mishneh Torah, Laws of Gifts to the Poor 8:12).   

In the Talmud, Tikkun olam is a phrase that drives 
legal decisions.  It reflects an understanding that part of the 
lawõs purpose is to create a more just society; the phrase refers 
to the legal remedies needed for readjusting the world to a 
better balance.  The focus is not on individuals per se, but 
rather on the power of the law to correct systemic injustice.  

The modern revival of the phrase tikkun olam can 
be traced to kabbalah, and more specifically to the teachings of 
Isaac Luria (1534-1572).   According to Luria, when God 
created the world, God contracted part of God's self into 
vessels of light.  However, these vessels shattered and their 
shards became sparks of light trapped within the material of 
creation. The job of each individual is to repair the world by 
redeeming these holy sparks and returning them to their Divine 
source.  We do this, by the performance of mitzvot.  For Luria, 
the focus of tikkun olam is not primarily on this world but on 
the audacious idea that human actions have the potential to 
affect and heal the Divine. This idea of tikkun olam as healing of 
the cosmic realm is undoubtedly, a very different understanding 
from that of the Talmud. 

Both understandings of tikkun olam ð as a response 
to an overarching injustice or as an attempt to mend the Divine 
through the performance of mitzvot, are distinct from the acts 
of chesed or loving-kindness that I described earlier.  The 
Mishnah and Talmud force us to focus on the underlying causes 
of suffering; they teach us the importance of creating systemic 
change through law.  And from Lurianic Kabbalah we learn that 
social justice work is divine and spiritual and particularly Jewish 
work.  Moreover, the idea that God needs us to heal the world 
we live in can sustain us through the difficult work of tikkun 
olam.  As a teacher of mine, Rabbi Jane Kanarek, concludes in 
an article on this subject: òchesed reminds us not to forget the 
people that make up our societies.  Tikkun olam teaches us to 
try and change society itself.ó 
 My hope is that TOS will continue to grow in the 
acts of chesed it extends to individuals both within and outside 
our community.  I hope as well that in the coming year we will 
consider ways in which we might tackle needs from a systemic 
perspective.    
 In closing, I wish to extend my gratitude to the 
Mitzvah Day Planning Committee for a day that gave our 
community meaningful ways in which to help people in need 
and to all the volunteers who came and worked so 
enthusiastically! 

Progressive in attitude yet traditional in practice, Temple Ohabei Shalom is an inclusive Reform Jewish community 
committed to nurturing, sustaining, and touching Jewish lives through joyful worship, life-long learning, and repair of 

the world in word and deed. 
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Illness?  
Hospitalization?  
Engagement?  

Wedding?  
 Birth?  

Simcha? 
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A Message from T.O.S. 

It was a Tuesday in late October, 2009 when David Brody 
received two pieces of good news: he passed the Massachusetts 
Bar exam and he was offered the job as Acting Administrator at 
Temple Ohabei Shalom.  A few months later, David was named 
Executive Director.  Tuesdayõs are considered auspicious days in 
our tradition because in the creation narrative, the third day 
(Tuesday) is the only day in which God says twice that òit was 
goodó.  About his tenure as Executive Director, we can certainly 
echo the words of Torah: òit was good.ó  So it is with deep 
gratitude for his work, for his enthusiasm and commitment that we 
say goodbye to David.  As he explains in the remarks he made to 
the Board, which we include below, David is stepping down to 
pursue opportunities in the legal field.  We wish him much 
success as he embarks upon what we hope will be an exciting new 
chapter in his life.  
Fondly, 
Rabbi Sonia Saltzman                   Cantor Randall Schloss   
Shari Churwin, Education Director   Michael Weintraub, President 

 As many of you know, on 
November 6th I ran my first 
marathon: the 2011 ING-New 
York City Marathon. Two other 
Reform cantors (Mo Glazman & 
David Rosen) and I joined together 
to create the Cantors Who 
Care Team and run together. It was 
a fabulous experience training so 
hard and finishing the race together 
in 4 hours and 23 minutes! But 

the Cantors Who Care also joined the NF Endurance 
Team, running to support The Children's Tumor 
Foundation. The Children's Tumor Foundation works 
hard to combat neurofibromatosis, a genetic disorder 
that affects one in 3,000 births.  Together, the NF 
Endurance Team raised $130,000. The Cantors 
accounted for $11,000 of that total. It was an amazing 
experience to run the NYC Marathon, only made even 
more special by supporting a great cause. Thank you to 
so many of you who supported me, the Cantors Who 
Care and the Children's Tumor Foundation. 
 

With gratitude, 
 

Randall Schloss 

Dear Temple Ohabei Shalom, 
 
I want to start by letting you all know how much I have enjoyed my time here.  I have been so very honored by how welcoming this community 
has been to me at every stage of my involvement: first as an ARS teacher, then as an administrative assistant and finally as your Executive 
Director. 
My goal for the past few years has been to pursue a career in law and or politics.  Itõs the reason I made a substantial personal investment in 
gaining admission to the Bar.  The time has come for me to direct my efforts to the fulfillment of that dream.  Although I donõt know specifically 
what my next professional step is, I would feel uncomfortable actively looking for another job without telling everyone what I was doing and the 
reasons why. 
I have told Congregational President Michael Weintraub that I am dedicated to seeing through a smooth transition.  I have already worked with 
Search Committee Co-Chairs Shellee Robbins and Ellen Harder to move the process forward.  As the synagogue grows, with a vibrant pre-
school, a growing religious school and growing membership, a new Executive Director will hopefully be better able to offer the community and 
my fellow staffers the support they deserve.  This job, as currently constructed, requires nothing less than a twenty four hour a day, seven day a 
week commitment.  This synagogue is open every day of the week, at all hours of the day and night and the new Executive Director will need to 
be on call for all of that time. 
While we have not set a date in stone, I can promise that I will not be going anywhere until some time in the New Year.  I want to set up my 
successor with all of the tools that I can so they will succeed.  I care deeply for the synagogue and the congregation, and I know, working 
together, that this transition can be an opportunity for us all. 
I will be always eternally grateful for the chance I was given, the trust and faith I felt from the leadership here and the mentoring I received from 
so many of you in the community.  I learned a great deal.  Iõm happy to talk personally with any of you who have questions.  You all know where 
to find me.  Thank you all for everything.  I really do appreciate it. 
Gratefully Yours, 

David Brody 

A search process is currently underway, headed by 
Shellee Robbins and Ellen Harder.  We invite you to 
email us at edsearch@ohabei.org with any questions or 
recommendations regarding the Executive Director 
position or go to www.ohabei.org for more information. 

mailto:edsearch@ohabei.org
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Social Action 

Toy Drive 
Collecting Until Dec. 13th 
The Grow Clinic at Boston Medical Center serves  

malnourished, at risk children.    
Temple Ohabei Shalom has provided ongoing  

support to this program for several years. 
 

You can help by: 

*Bringing unwrapped new  toys  
to the playpens located in the synagogue office and outside of the 

Ansin Religious School office.   
Puppets, Checkers, Stuffed Animals,  

Dolls, Books, Gamesé 
Please no guns, GI Joe figures, war games, etc. 

 

*Donating a bottle or two of unwrapped 
Sesame Street Complete Vitamins 

Please do not substitute any other brand. 
 

*Writing a check 
payable to òTemple Ohabei Shalom - Grow Clinicó and send to 

the Synagogue office at: 
 

1187 Beacon Street, Brookline, MA 02446 

Thank you! A
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 Thank you to everyone who participated in Mitzvah Day and 
helped to make it such a success! 
 
A special Thank you to our Co-Chairs: 
Susan Katz Zeiger, Debbie Klein, Emily Blitz  
 
To our Team Captains: 

#1 Project Linus/Foster Children        

Kathy and Josh Shmikler, Tanya and Josh Paris 

#2 Thanksgiving Prep for Little Brothers                       

Hana Kolton and Peter Patsouris 

#3 Coolidge House Nursing Center   

Cantor Schloss 

#4 Womenõs Lunch Place/Birthday Bags                      

Sisterhood 

#5 Library Organization    

Amanda Busnell  

#6 Hope for Haiti                                     

Jennifer Barmash and Susan Zeiger 

#7 Buddy Dog/Humane Society    
Jessica Soler 

#8 TOS Food Drive      

Brotherhood and David Brody 

Maimonides says: a person should always see himself and the 
entire world as equally balanced between good and evil. 

With just one positive deed, we can tip the scale. 

Making apple and  
pumpkin pies! 

Blankets 
for  

Project  
Linus 

Finished 
Pumpkin 
Pies and 
Dog  
Biscuits 

Help for Haiti Project: Collected and Sorted so much clothes!!! 
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Lighting Candles: 
 

First Night: Tuesday, December 20 
 

Second Night: Wednesday, December 21 
 

Third Night: Thursday, December 22 
 

Fourth Night: Friday, December 23 
 

Fifth Night: Saturday, December 24 
 

Sixth Night: Sunday, December 25 
 

Seventh Night: Monday, December 26 
 

Eighth Night: Tuesday, December 27 
 

 

Hannukah 
Shabbat Bõyachad  

Mishpacha 
Family Shabbat  

Together  
 

 

Friday, December 23 
5:45 pm Snacks in the Chapel Foyer 
6:00 pm  Shabbat Services led by TOSTY  
 (grades 1 & 2)  
Dinner:   Free!! sponsored by the Sisterhood  
 
RSVP today! Call Gila 617.277.6610 to make 
a dinner reservation. 
 

Eight Crazy Nights of Hannukah 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blessing 1:Blessed are You, Lord our God, Ruler of the universe, who has sanctified 
us with Your commandments, and has commanded us to kindle the lights of 
Hanukkah.  
 

Blessing 2: Blessed are you, Lord our God, Ruler of the universe, who wrought 
miracles for our fathers in days of old, at this season.  



 5 Shabbat! 
Shabbat Bõyachad Mishpacha 

Family Shabbat Together 
 with Community Dinner* 
Third Friday of Every Month 

 
 

December 23: Hanukkah Shabbat  
led by TOSTY  
(grades 1&2) 
 
 

January 20: led by MOSTY  
(grades 3&4) 
 
 

March 30: led by BOSTY  
(grades 5&6) 
 
 

April 27: Family and Teacher 
Appreciation Shabbat 
 
*Please RSVP  for dinner to Gila at 617-277-6610 
Cost is $18/adult and $10/Children (10 and under) 

First Fridays at Temple Ohabei Shalom 
 
 
 
 

The First Friday of every month brings fun and exciting events 
right to your Temple! 

Join Friends, Family, and Neighbors for: 
 

5:45pm: Tot Shabbat 
Make your childõs introduction to Shabbat fun and engaging. 

Songs, Challah, Candles...Shabbat! 
 

6:15pm: Community Dinner* 
All are welcome and invited to join. We ask that you please 
RSVP the Monday BEFORE so we know how much food to 

provide. 
 

7:15pm: First Fridays 
After dinner we will have Shabbat Services and a guest speaker. 

 

8:45pm: Haverim! 
Looking for friends? Youõve found Haverim! 

Meet up with our Young Professionalsõ group as we head over 
to The Beacon Street Tavern. 

 

Shabbat Bõyachad:  
Second Saturday of Every Month 

Starting at 9:00am 
 

Thereõs something for everyone! 
Including Torah Study, Youth Events, Singing 

and a Community Kiddush! 
Start your weekend off right with fun and food 

for the whole family! 
 

Upcoming Shabbat BõYachads: 
December 10   

January 14   
February 11 

Shabbat Morning Classes: 
 

Mindfulness and Meditation: Third Saturday of each 
month. 9:00 -10:15am 
Led by Donna Rubenoff, this is a perfect opportunity to 
explore your spiritual side. No experience necessary. 
 
Adult Hebrew:  Saturday Mornings, Dec 3, 10, 17 
9:00 ð 10:15 am 
Whether this will be your first time learning the Hebrew 
aleph-bet or if you have not looked at the letters since 
your Bar/t Mitzvah, this class is an easy way to learn to 
read Hebrew.  You will be surprised how quickly you 
can learn to read any Hebrew text.   

 
Torah Study: December 3 & 10 
Join us bright and early for an engaging communal 
Torah study. Participants rotate brining breakfast and a 
wonderful time is had by all. Hope to see you there! 
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You Light Up My Life  
 
Last night I visited the Brookline 
Food Pantry with our grade seven 
class.  The children helped to deliver 
two car loads of food that was 
donated by our community during 
our annual High Holiday food drive 
and sorted on Mitzvah Day.  These 
children are engaged in a year-long 

Jewish service learning curriculum, Bõnai Telem, 
sponsored by the Jewish Community Relations Committee 
(JCRC).  Their weekly class integrates meaningful 
community service with instruction and reflection to 
enrich the learning experience, teach civic responsibility, 
and strengthen our community. We have chosen this 
program for our Bõnai Mitzvah students as we want to 
both share important values that have guided Jews for 
thousands of years and show our students that through 
their actions they can each, individually and collectively, 
make a difference in our community.  On Mitzvah Day 
last month, our Bõnai Telem and Telem students 
sponsored an environmental cleanup project for the 
community (which was unfortunately snowed out) and 
added much youthful energy to our Mitzvah Day 
festivities. 
 
Jewish service learning is not a new idea, although the 
term may be new(ish). Service-learning is a form of 
experiential education in which students engage in 
activities that address human and community needs in the 
context of in-depth learning of relevant issues and 
structured reflection activities.  The combination of issue-
based learning, reflection and action in initiatives that 
meet an authentic community need, enables students to 
identify themselves as members of a community 
contributing to positive social change. We are thrilled 
that our grade 7 and 11 ð 12 students are engaged in 
service learning projects this year and see activities like 
Mitzvah Day as additional opportunities for our entire 
community to engage in social justice work. 
 
At the end of this month we will gather together around 
the Chanukah lights, spin the dreidle, eat yummy latkes 
and jelly donuts, and celebrate the festival of Chanukah.  

Chanukah takes its name of ôdedicationõ from the 
Maccabeesõ rededication of the Temple in Jerusalem after 
their battle against King Antiochus. By returning to and 
reclaiming the Temple, the Maccabees recommitted  
themselves to a Jewish way of life, to all that they held 
dear. I see this as a profound opportunity for each of us 
to rededicate ourselves not only to our Judaism, but to 
the values hold dear. 
 
In our Ohabei Shalom formal education programs (Trust 
Center for Early Education, TCEE, and Ansin Religious 
School, ARS) we weave social justice themes and projects 
throughout the curriculum, showing our children the 
importance of making the world a better place.  Someone 
from our TOS staff could have easily delivered the food 
to the food pantry during regular business hours but we 
wanted our children to have the experience of visiting, 
seeing and helping the food pantry for themselves. 
 
As the Maccabees had the courage to stand up for their 
beliefs, Chanukah encourages us to speak out about our 
values. The rabbis teach us to not only kindle the holiday 
lights in the privacy of our homes, but also to make 
known the miracles of Chanukah by placing our 
chanukiyot in the window. In turn, not only do we 
rekindle our personal commitments to social justice, but 
we also teach others, take action and advocate for the 
repair of the world.  In particular, Chanukah can be a 
time when we rededicate ourselves to the work of tikkun 
olam, repair of the world. What can you do to bring this 
message to your family and friends?  How can you make a 
difference?  As we increase the lights of Chanukah, 
adding a candle each night, so too might we, by our 
actions, bring new light to the world. 
 

Shari Churwin, Education Director 
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Temple Ohabei Shalom  

Family Retreat & Adult Learning Kallah  

The Meaning of our Melodies  
with Rabbi Jeffrey Summit  

 

The wave of a song carries the soul to heights which 
utterable meanings can never reach.  

ñ Abraham Joshua Heshel 

 
 

January 27ð January 29, 2012  
Sheraton Harborside Hotel, Portsmouth, New Hampshire 

     Join us for . . .  
    Interactive Learning    Community Shabbat     Fun for everyone!  

The Meaning of our Melodies  
 

Jews have very strong feelings about music in 
prayer. The òrightó music can make services 
feel deep and accessible. The òwrongó music 
can make you feel alienated or bored. In my 
research, Iõve found that when I spoke with 
men and women about music in Jewish 
worship, within minutes they were talking 
about the deepest spiritual questions in their 
lives. What tunes and chant represented the 
essence of who they were and what they 
believed as Jews? What music constituted 
authentic practice? What was their relationship 
to their ethnic and religious history? Where, 
and when, did they feel truly comfortable and 
fully at home? With engaging stories and many 
musical examples I examine the question: 
òWhy do we feel so strongly about the music in 
our Jewish lives?ó 

A winter Mini -Vacation é 
Who couldnõt use a relaxing mini-vacation during the 
cold and dark Boston winter?  We know that a weekend 
away in late January might be a bit difficult to imagine, 
but we will take care of EVERYTHING! All you have to do 
is come and have fun with the TOS Community.  Leave 
the distractions at home and focus on community, family 
and friends. The Family Retreat runs simultaneously 
with the Adult Learning Kallah  providing us with many 
wonderful opportunities for collaboration all weekend.  
 

One Weekend é Many Options 
We invite all Temple Ohabei Shalom members; singles, 
couples, and families with children to join us.  We will 
have special tracks for adult learners, families with pre-
school children, and a track for families with older chil-
dren. We will engage in both intergenerational and age -
level programs. We will provide babysitting in the even-
ing so that all adults can participate fully.  
 

We will take care of EVERYTHING!  
The Sheraton is located just 1 1/2 hours from Boston, 
and is centrally located in downtown Portsmouth, right 
on the water. The hotel itself is complete with many 
amenities, including a gym and indoor pool. It is the per-
fect place for both a relaxing time away, and an oppor-
tunity for us to join together as a community for Jewish 
learning, prayer, music and lots of fun!  

Rates and accommodations:  
Single Occupancy:    $495 per person $525 after 12/14   

Double Occupancy:   $360 per person   $400 after 12/14  

Family Rate    $770 per family  $825 after 12/14  
(up to 4 people, $100 each additional child in same room, under age 12)  Each family will have a room at the Shera-
ton with 2 double beds. Cots can be added to rooms if additional beds are needed. Teens are invited to join us as 
òmadrichimó (counselors).   The registration fees  include lodging, kosher-style meals, parking, materials, evening 
childcare and lots of fun! Scholarships are available through the TOS Fund for Lifelong Learning. Contact Larisa for 

an application and more information.  Please RSVP before December 23!  



 8 ARS News: Who Knew Jewish Education Could Be This Much Fun! 

Coming up in ARSé 
 

Saturday, December 10: Shabbat Bõyachad 
Friday, December 23: Hanukkah Shabbat Bõyachad Mishpacha & Community Dinner 
December 26-January 2: No ARS, Winter Break 
 

And Save the Date for these Exciting Upcoming Events! 
 

MOSTY/BOSTY Shul-in January 7-8 
Family Retreat January 27-29 
JOSTY Regional Shul-in February 4-5 

Highlights from the Fall 
 

 

 

 

 

7th Grade Bõnai Telem Trip to Rogerson House: Assisted Living Facility for Elders with Alzheimer's Disease 

11th-12th Grade Telem students 
read with  children at the Boys and 

Girls Club of Dorchester 

New ARS students prepare for Consecration...Mazal Tov!                                  Pre-K has a lesson in the Sukkah 


